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THE THIRD 


SERMON 


Preach'd before 


THEIR MAJESTIES, 
On the Third Sunday in Advent. 


Medius veſtrum ſtetit quem vos neſcitis. 
| There hath ſtood one among you whom you 
know not. John t. 26. 

' Words ſpoke by St. Fohn Baptiſt, and repea- 
ted by the Church in the Goſpel of this 
Day ; taken out of St. Fohn, @c. and ren- 
dred in our Vulgar Engliſh Tranſlation ; 

There ſtandeth one in the midſt of you whom 


_ you know n0t. 


S8s HE laſt time St. John Baptiſt 
I Ex+ ſtood in the midſt of us; that is, 
8 & in the Goſpel of laſt Sunday, 
wARx<ke-qe Your Majcſtics bcheld him ſcnd- 
ing Embaſſadors to Feſus,to inquire _— 
2 C 


(2) 
he were the Me/ſias, to convince thoſe he 
ſent of what he had Preach'd from the Wil- 
derneſs to the Priſon, and to ſhew, that if 


» Tim. 2, 9. the Word of God tannot be bound, fo neither 


can the Voice. Fohn was in Chains, but not 
the Precurſor. No Fetters can detain the 
Voice from © communicating with the 
Words, Ego Vox. - But the Goſpel of this 
Day ſhitrs the Scene, and difcovers St. Fohr 
recciving an Embaſſy upon the ſame ac- 
count. A Noble and Learned Train of 
Prieſts and Levites ; Prieſts, as Deputics of 
the Clergy ; and Levites, their Attendants; 
ſelected Mcmbers- of the Sanhedrim, and 
Repreſentatives of the. whole Body Ecclcſi- 
aſtick, with 'great Solemnity, and (as St. Az- 
guſtine thinks) with no leſs Sincerity, ad- 
dreſs to him, with a Tz guis es ? Who are 
you? In what Quality do you appear a- 
mong us By what Authority do you 
Preach Penance? And by what New Lighe 
do you foreſee that the Kingdom of Heaven 
5 at Hand ? We arc the Ordinary Diſpcn- 
ſers of the Word ; IWho are you? Your 
Miſſion 1s as Extraordinary as your Lite ; 
But you muſt verific your Patent by greatcr 

Wonders 


OW 


ls. 


COT vY- 


es... 7 . 


(3) 

Wonders then a Hard Farc and Coarſe 
Habit ; 2zis es? Indeed the Sanctity of 
Vvour Converl: ition, the Vehemency of your 
Spirit, the Force and Excellence of your 
Doctrine, and your exa&t Timing it with 
our ExpcQation of the Me/ſias, the Sceptre 
being-now wrelted trom the Royal Tribe, 
of Jada, by the Hands of a Stranger, and 
the 70 Weeks of Years, the Term aflign'd 
by Damel tor the Meſſias's Coming, being 
now cxpir'd, we begin to doubt, and come 
ro ask, Are you he that is to come, or do we 
expect another * What do you ſay of your ſelf? 
If you are Chriſt, tell us fo plain y. 

Thus (according to the Fathers and In- 
eerpreters ) was the Sence of their Firit 
Qucſtion, wh:ch our Baprilt, as ſparing in 
his Words as in his Dzet, abruptly Anfwers, 
Non ſum, I am not be. Which ſhort Reply 
ſerv'd for ther tollowing Interrogatorics, 
Tam not Elias, [ am not a Prophet. Not E- 
lias, but only in Spirit and Power, to prc- 
pare the Firlt Advent of Chriſt, as he in Per: 
ſon ſhall do the Second ; Nor a Propher, bc- 
cauſc Prophecy conſiſts 1 in Diſcern. ng things 
abſent, and Predicting the tucure ; bac Iam 

only 


John 1. 3o, 
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only an Index to point out to you what 1s 
already before your Eyes, to awaken your 
Attention , that. There ſtandeth one among 
you, whom you know not ; and therefore to 
put an end to your Enquiry, Ego Vox, I 
am only a Voice, a meer Organ, and Fore- 
runner of the Word: tor He is coming after 
me who is made before me. For tho' the 
Voice be firſt by priority of Place, yet the 


Word is firſt by priority of Nature; the Ver- 


' bum mentis, or Conception, being antece- 


dent to the Verbum oris, or Expreſſion. And 
as when good News 15 brought you, (Right 
Honorable and Religious Auditors) you 
amuſe not vour ſelves with the Voice that 
delivers it , but attend to the Thing deli- 
verd ;. ſo the Few, lo the Chriſtian 1s com- 
manded , ſo common Sence teacheth yau, 
not to ſtop at the Voice, (a meer Shadow) 
but to carry your Attention to the Sub- 
ſtance. So St. John, and ſo every one that 
after him announces FESUS C HRIST, ex- 
horrs you not to be offended with the plain 
and unarttul Delivery of the Preacher,nor to 


cxpect that harmony of Words, thoſe n1o- - 


ving Geitures, thoſe ſweet Cadences 1n the 
Pul; ar, 


(5) 
Pulpit, which draw you to the Theatre, 
which are the Buſineſs, and make all the 
Beguty of the Stage. They were certainly 
other Motives that brought you hither : 
for unleſs you miſtake Curioſity for De- 
votion, you come not to be charm'd with 
| ſoft Numbers, and a Muſical Air, but to 
be inſtructed m ſolid and ſevere Traths, 
ſuch as a Baptiſt publiſhes in my Text, in 
Words as unſtudy'd as his Geſture, as rough 
as his Clothing, and contaming a Do&trine 
” as mortifying and rigid as his Life : And 
h you are to expect within theſe Walls, 
one that pretends not to mollifie, but 
to inforce his Do&trine, and as his Voice 
and Interpreter to carry home to you the 
' bitter Reproach, that There flanderh one in 
the midſt of you whom you know not , that 
there is a God who 1s a conſuming fire, who 
is a ſearcher of hearts, a God jealous of his 
Honor, and an Avenger of a Contempt to 
the Third and Fourth Generation; that this 
God 1s in the midſt of you : 
1. By the Immenſity of his Nature and Diviſion. 
Being 3 


2. By 


(6) 
' 2. By the Extent of his Tower and 
Operation; And — 
3: By the Infinity of his Wiſdom gnd 
Knowledge; 

(Which ſhall make the three Parts of this 
Exhortation,) and yet you know him nor, 
and yet you cannot but know him ; your 
Ignorance is not real, but afte&ted and wil- 
ful; your Knowledge ſerves only to make 
your neglect of hin more criminal ; and 
oh ! I tremble to ſay it, without more then 
an ordinary Repentance, unpardonable. But 
we need a Baptiſt to cyince theſe Truths, or 
at leaſt a double portion of his Spirit to 
reſt upon , and to animate my Tongue. 
Let us apply our ſelves to him that chooſes 
the weak things of this World, to confound 
the ſtrong ; and as an inſtance, when he 
came to deſtroy the Kingdom of Sin, he 
did not abbor a Virgins womb, the Angel 
Gabriel being the Precurſor, and eſpecially 
in this Holy Time of Advent, warranting 

our repetition of his Meſſage, Ave Maria. 


There 
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There hath ſtood, or ſtandeth, one inthe midſt ignu, 


of you, whom you know not. 


£ þ HE great Precurſor of our Lord I. 
knew very well, that one of the 
moſt efficacious Means to keep us within 

the bounds of our Duty,or when we have 

ſtept aſide, to caſt a rub in our way, and 
make us fall back by a timely Repentance, 

(the Subject of his Preaching) was to put 

us in mind, that God, whom we ſo ſupinely 
negle&, and fo carclcſly offend, 1s in the 
mid{/t of Hs ; 

Firſt, By the Immenſity of his Nature 
and Being. For the Omnipreſence of God, 
or his being in all Places, 1s ſo neceſſarily 
included in the Notion which all Men 
have of the Deity, that a doubt of it wou'd 
ſap the very Foundations of Religion, and 
ſhock the Firſt Principles of Reaſon : for, 
That is nothing where God is not , ſays the 
moſt ancient of the Heathen Philoſophers. 
And in effect, take away the Preſence of 
the Divinity to all Things, and 1n all Pla- 
ces, his Infinity and Immutability, the un- 

queſtion- 
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ueſtionable Attributes, and (as I may ſay) 
the conſtitutive Perfte&tions of the God- 
head, are no more, and the Fool may truly 
ſay in his heart, There is no God. 

For, 1* That which 1s Infinite can ſuf- 
fer no Limitation ; .and yet 1t he were not 
Immenſe, the being in one Place wou'd 
exclude him from being in another. And, 
2!y- That which 1s Immutable can never 
change, or ſhift 1ts-place ; yet if God were 
not Immenſe, that is, if he were confin'd 
to one determinate Space, he cou'd not 
be in another, without ceaſing to be 
where he was before ; whence it 1s evi- 
dently concluded, that he is every where, 
and reaches all Places, and all Times ; b 
his Eternity all Times, by his Immenſity all 
Places. 

But withal we muſt acknowledge, that 
he is in a peculiar, more excellent manner, 
| p_ to the Rational Creature, which 

ars his Image , and far whoſe fake he 
made all other things contain'd in that we 
call Place. For his Preſence to other parts 
of the Creation, 1s only neceflary in order 
to preſerye them 1n Being ; but his Preſence 
to 
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to Man 1s neceſſary in order to his IWell- 
being. Other Creatures operate by the Ne- 
ceſlity of their Natures, Man by the Ele- 
&tion and Liberty of his Will. Other Crea- 
tures cannot ſwerye from thePoſition which 
was aflign'd them, nor ſtop the Motion 
which was impre(s'd on them, when they 
firſt began to exiſt ; the Sun cannot ſtart 
from hus Sphere, nor the Earth burſt from . 
its Centre : But you are not only eccen- 
trique to the State in which you were crea- 
ted,you have not only ſtifled and ſuppreſs'd 
the Impulſe of Original Innocence, and 
deaded the aCtion of Juſtifying Grace within 
you; but you alſo ſtand in need of a ſtrong 
Rein, to keep you from ruſhing into an 
endle(s Series of Irregularities and Tran(- 
oreſſions. And therefore you muſt be often 
warned, that The rod is upon your back, (as Prov. 26. 3; 
the wiſe King ſpeaks) or as the Baptiſt more 
forcibly, that The ax is laid to the root of Like 3. g: 
the tree , that the Eye of your Maker is in 
every place open and fix'd upon you, that 
his Hand 1s ſtretch'd out to cut you down 
in your greener Sins. And when the Tree 
is feil'd, we know the conſequence, it liyes 

B 2 no 
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Eccleſ.11.3: no more : but that's not all; In the place 


where the tree falleth, there it ſhall be, faith 
the Preacher. In what place foeyer you 
meet this fatal Blow , your Eternity de- 
'ends upon it ; your Eternity, that's the 

low : *Tis the Hand of God that ſtrikes, 
Death is the Ax, your ſelves are the Tree ; 
and whatis the End? In ignem mittetur, Caſt 
the fruitleſs Tree mto unquenchable Flames. 
Et quis poterit habitare de wobis cum igne 
devorante? And tell me, you that cannot 
endure the {ſight of a Mortification , the 
approach of an AﬀMiction, the want of a 
Repaſt, or a Supcrfluity, no nor of an Ex- 


Iſai. 33. 14: Cels ; Who among you can dwell with the de- 


Plal. 77. 9. 


wouring fire ? who among you can dwell with 
everlaſting burnings ? But what could raiſe 
the Indignation of our God to ſuch a 
Flame againſt his Creature ? againſt his 


 awn. Likeneſs, the Likenels of a God, who 


cannot forget to be gracious, nor in his anger 
ſhut up his tender mercies ; but becaule he 
1s 1n the midſt of us, and we know him 
not? Ah, Chriſtians, Ietus enquire no far- 
ther, our Guilt 15 too eyident. 


That 


(Ir) 

That God is in the midſt of us, is cotn- 
mon to us with other Creatures; *ris the 
Excellence of his Divine Nature, as well as 
the Subliſtence and Advantage of the Cre- 
ated : Bur that we know him not, 1s the ſpe- 
cifigue Crime of Man, an Apoſtacy . 
difcriminates you from all other Creatures, 
which by an in-born tendency to fulfil the 
W1ll of their Creator, who ſaid, Let there 
be light, and there was light ; or by an Obc- 
diential Power, exccute thoſe Orders which - 
they do not underſtand ; as, The Ox knows 16. 1, 55 
his Owner, and the Aſs the Crib of his Ma- | 
fter; Iſrael autem non cognovit ; "but Iſrael 
knows not me : You that excel all other 
Crcatures, becauſe you have the Power of 
Knowing, know not me that gaye you that 
Power ; the Faculty that makes you little 
leſs then the Angels, ſinks you below the 
Condition of Beaſts. But if your Blind- 
- neſs and Inſenſtbility reſted there, I that can 
command /ight to ſhine out of darkneſs, Cox. 4. £. 
nught enlighten your Eyes, and melt down 
your Hearts: But that which raifes your 
Crime to an unpardonable Enormuty, is, 
that you are Iſrael, Populus mens, My Peo- 

ple, 
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ple, my Inkeritance, which I have ſeparated 
from the reſt of the World, choſen out of 
all Nations, ſeal'd with the. Blood of the 
Teſtament, enrich'd with my Spirit ; and 
2 Rings as once told my Servant David, If a! theſe 
12.3. things are too little, T am ready to add. far 
reater ; But that you, after all, ſhould flot 
ow me; that wilful, that defign'd, that 
affe&ed Ignorance, tics up the Hands of 
Mercy : I can no more, unleſs.1t be to cry 
Ifni, 42; 14. t0 you like a Woman in travail, quaſi partu- 
riens loquar : And have been ſilent > Have 
not I exalted my Voice like a Trumpet ? And 
have you not {topp'd your Ears, either re- 
fuſing to hear the woice calling after you, or 
Eurliſhly replied to your God, Scientiam 
viarum tuarum nolumus ; We will not the know- 
ledge of thy ways; We will not know thee, 
leſt we ſhould be converted, and thou 

ſhouldſt heal us? 
For, Chriſtians, is 1t to know God, when 
your Life and Manners contradict your Be- 
Marth.15.8. Jief? or, t0 honor him with your Lips, when 
your Heart is far from him 2 or, to hear his 
Word, like the Voice of an Inchanter, to go 
away plcas'd with the Harmony, without a 
defign 
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defign of ſubmutting to the Doctrine * If 
you do not belicye the Preſence of your 
Godin the midſt of you, T muſt ſend you to 
the Heathen for Inſtruction: But I amr afraid 
ou are palt that : If the Light that is in you Math.6.1 3, 

by Nature, be turn'd into Darkneſs, by obdu- 
racy 1n Sin, Tenebre quante erunt ? "Tis 
more then Egyptian Darkneſs ; *tis that of 
Hell, from which there is no redemption. But 
if you believe there is a God who in all Pla- 
ccs beholds the Good and the Bad, you do 
well, ſays the Apoſtle; but the Dewils alſo Janss ». 19: 
believe, Demones credunt ; yet 'tis a dead 
Faith, unleſs you believe and tremble : De- 
mones contremiſcunt, the Devils too believe 
and tremble ; but they do not repent. And 
what Name will you give thoſe who nei- 
ther believe, tremble, nor repent? For, aſ- 
ſure your ſelves, if you do not tremble, 
you do not repert ;- and if you do not re- 
pent, you do not believe cither the Preſence 
of God in you by the Immenfity of his 
Nature, nor his Preſence with you: by the 
Extent of his Power and Operation : 


Which is my Second Point. 
The 


( 14) 

II. The Preſence of God 1n all Things, and 
all Places , prov'd from the Extent and 
Univerſality of his Operation, was judg'd 
by the great Apoſtle, of ſufficient ſtrength 
to level all Infidelity at a Blow, to con- 
vince the moſt haughty Spirit, and to a- 
waken the moſt heavy Heart into an aw- 
ful attention to the Deity. Therefore he 
put no other Argument to the People of 
Athens, and their Learned Bench of Judges 

- in the Areopagus: for having found an Altar 
A% 17,23. with this Inſcription, 7o the unknown God, 
he reproaches their blindneſs, and ſhews, 
That the Divinity cannot be confin'd to 
Temples built with Hands, becauſe he js 
not diftant from any of us all ; and how do's 
he prove that * Becauſe in him we live, move, 

and have our Being. | 
A full, and juſt Concluſion : For every 
Agent muſt be preſent tothe Thing it acts 
upon, that is, the Mover, and Thing Moved, 
muſt be together. Now that there 1s a 
Firſt-Mover., imparting Motion to every 
Creature, 1s evident to the light of Nature, 
and was acknowledg'd by the Gentiles. If 
there be a Firſt Mover, there 1s a Firſt C = 
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of all things; therefore, ab ipſo, from it, 

we live, and move, and have our Being; 

But becauſe God is a mover, not _ 

when he firſt gave us Being, but alſo, while 

he preſerves us in that Being (for Preſerya- 

tion 1s nothing, but the Creative Action 

continued) therefore, in ipſo, in him, we 

live, we move, and haye our Being: as he 

is the cauſe efficient, we are from him ; 

omnia per ipſum fata ſunt : as he concurs 

with all our Operations, giving us Facul- 

ties to act, Reaſon to diſcern, Liberty to 

chuſe, Perſeverance to accompliſh, we are 

in him, and he in us, (according to the 

Prophet) thou haſt wrought all our Works in 161, 46, 1+: 

Hs. 

For this wonderful Operation of God in 

all his Creatures, 1s ſtill more admirable 

in Man, a Creature of ſuch excellent En- 

dowmentsthat nothing under a God cou'd 

be its Original, but a Creature ſo inſen(i- 

ble of its own Perfection, ſo fallen from 

its native Beauty, and ſo continually tend- 

ing to Nothing, and concurring to its own 

Ruine, that no leſs then an omniporent 

Hand can ſtop him _ on the brink _ 
the 


(16) 

the Precipice, whither he 1s running to 
Self-deſtruction, by the diffolution of the 
EHements which compound his Body, but 
by a far worſe diſſolution of his Manners, 
which deſtroy his Soul. ; 

To preſerve this Creature, is a Province 
for a God,. worthy an ommpotent Hand, 
and becomung the ftrong One of Iſrael. And 


Deut. 20. 4-jn this he chicfly demonſtrates, that rhere 


is a God in the midſt of us. Portans, Implens, 
protegens, ſays St. Auguſtine. Bearing with, 
and ſupporting our Weakneſs, Portans ; 
Filing our Emptineſs, and repairing our 
Decays, Implens ; Covering us with his 
Wings, and defending us from our felyes, 
the worſt of our Enemies, Protegens. Did 
he not ſuſtain us, we ſhou'd at this inſtant 
return intoour own Nothing, by the ſole 
weight of our Infirmity ; Did he not bear 
with us, we ſhou'd be loſt tor ever; Did he 
not fil our Emptineſs, we ſhou'd be indeed 
but miſerable ; Did he not repair our De- 
cays, Salvation it ſelf cox'd not ſave us ; And 
in fine, were he preſent to us as a meer Spe- 
ator, with an idle and unactive Preſence, 


Darkneſs wou'd cover ws,and Hell wou'd ſwal- 


low 


gra wo” 
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low us up. But his Preſence 1s (as the Pro- 

phet elegantly expreſles it) a tabernacle for lai. 4 6. 
a ſbadow in the day-time from the heat, and 

for a place of refuge, and for a covert from 

ftorm and rain ; a Preſence of protection 

and ſuccour. Do not fear, ſays he by the 
Mouth of the Prieſt , when the Iſraelites 

were upon the point of engaging the Ence-. 

my, Dominus veſter, in medio veftri eft, Your Deut. 20. 4 
God is in the midſt of you, and will fight for 

you againſt your enemies.. The Victory 1s 

wh, in your hands, when the God of 
Armies 18 at your Head to lead you on, and 

. do you fear the Succeſs ? He is at your 

Side to ſupport you, and do you ſhrink 

from the moft fiery darts of Satan? He co- 

vers you with his Shield, and wou'd any 

one in his right Senſes throw away his 

Arms ,. and: render limfelft a Slaye to the 
Powers of Wickedneſs ? 

Chriſtians, I ſaid you are gods, and all 
of you ſons of the moſt High, the Image of 
his Likeneſs, the Maſter-piece of his 
Works, the Darling of his Providence, the 
Object of his Cares, of his Vigilancy, of 
his more then Paternal Solicitude. For 

C 2 Tho 
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Iſai. 49. 15- Tho' a mother fhou'd forget the child that 


hangs at her breaſts, ſhou'd ſhe have no com- 
paſſion of the ſon of her womb , (a thing very 
unlikely, but not 1mpoſlible,) Ego tamer 
n0n obliviſcar tui ; yet I will never forget 
thee, *tis abſolutely impoſſible. Behold, 7 
have written thee in the palms of my hands, 
to have thee always before my eyes. Imo non 
tantum in oculis Dei ſed etiam in ſinu vivi- 
mus, ſays Minutius Felix ; We live not only 
in the Eyes of our Ged, but even in bis Boſom. 
And yet, ( O _— of Ingratitude!.) we 
can forget this God, this Bencfactor, this 
Parent, this Friend ; and we do actually 
forget him as often as weſin: Alaſs! when 
is 1t that we remember him ? all other 
things can find a place in our thoughts, and 
only He that ought. to be the Subject of 
our whole Attention, 1s excluded. The 
meaneſt, and moſt trivial Accidents, idle 
Diſcourſes, and impertinent News, never 
fail of a welcom ; but when the Name of 
God happens to crowd in, (unleſs it be in 
Oaths and Imprecations ;) when the Du- 
ties of Religion come into our Heads, (un- 
ks it be to ridicule and blaſpheme them ) 
ig when 
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when the Terrors of Divine Juſtice preſent 
themſelvesbefore us, the Door is preſently 
ſhut _=_ them ; and if they forcibly prets. 
in, as ſometimes they will, there is preſcntly 
a damp upon our Spirits, we flic trom the 
Reflection as from the face of a Serpent : 
Company, Divertiſement, and even Debau- 
chery, are ſought to reſcue us from the dan- 
gerous Temptation of remembring our C rea- 
tor in the days of our youth. 

- Indeed, my Chriſtian Auditors , it 15 
thought a dangerous Temptation by the. 
Powers of Darkneſs, and much apprehend- 
ed by the Enemy of Mankind ; for the 
ſtrongeſt Cords that. he binds a Sinner 
with, are Oblivion , and Neglect of the 
Divine Preſence. And we have an aflu- 
rance of this from God's own Mouth ; tor 
having enumerated in the 22 Chaprer of 
Ezehkzel, all che crying Sins, and abonnina»- | 
ble Impieties of the City Feruſalem, he con- 
cludes the Tragical Defcripron with the 
grcateſt, the ſource and original of all the 
reſt, Meique oblita es, Thou haſt forgotten me ; Ezech. 2x. 
and if thou hadſt nor, thou coudlt never ** 
have proftitured thy ſelt ro ſuch _ 

An 
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And whence, I beſcech you, iſſue ſo many 
bloody Revenges, ſcandalous Reflections, 
black Calummies, ſhameleſs Commerces, 
and unbridled Liberties, I do not fay a- 
mong the Africans and Tartars, but within 
the Pale of Chriſtianity, 1n the very Bowels 
of Religion, among the choſen Generation, 
the Royal Prieſthood, the holy Nation, the pe- 
culiar People? what are the poiſonous 
Springs of theſe Rivers of Death ? but 
Meigque oblita es ; You have forgotten that 
your God is preſent to you, either by the 
Immenſity of his Being, or by the Extent 
of his Operations; and therefore you muſt 
be convinc'd, that he 1s preſent ro you by 
his Wiſdom and Knowledge, which 15 my 
laſt Conſideration. 

That God is Omniſcient, or knowing all - 
things, 4s evident as well from the Excel- 


. lence of the Divine Nature, as from the 


Immenſity of his Being and Operation : 
for ſince he 1s in all things, giving them 
exiſtence and motion, we ſhou'd make 
him an irrational Agent, to queſtion whe- 
ther he knows : 4 Works of his own 


Hands. Wherefore all thoſe Productions 
which 
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which are ſo much in the dark to us, and 
fo impenetrable ro our Underſtanding, 
whether the ſecret workings of Nature, or 
the more difficult windings and receſſes of 
the Heart of Man, lie open and expanded 

to the Eyes of God ; Neither is there any Hebr.4 13; 
creature (fays the Apoſtle) that is not mani- 
feſt in his ſight, but all things are naked and 0- 
pen to the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 
Now certainly, the only preſence of a 
Great Prince, muſt needs put us upon our 
Guard, and make us ſtudy our ps 
our Geſtures, and our Words, if we had 
nothing to do with him, and tho' he did 
not ſeem to regard us. But when he cats 
his Eyes towards us, and feems to attend 
to what we ſay ordo, we cannot but have 
a greater Concern upon us, we cannot bur 
add more than an ordinary Solicitude, 
tho' he ſtands but as a meer Spectator, 
without a deſign to reward or puniſh, or 
ſo much as nicely to examin our Words, 
or our Deeds; but when he fits upon the 
Judgment Seat, ſurrounded with all the 
Pomp, and Terror of Juſtice, obſcrving 
all our Motions, ſtudying our _— 
weigh- 
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weighing our Words, canvaſſing our A&ti- 
ons, diving into our very Intentions, de- 
manding account of the Talents left in 
our Hands, and all this with Life and 
Death at the point of his Tongue: Good 
God ! what a concern wou'd you be 1n if 
this were your caſe ? wou'd Riches, Ho- 
nors, Voluptuouſncſs, Greatneſs, or Am- 
bition, work any more upon you than 
they do upon a Criminal that 1s dragg'd to 
Exccution? Wou'd you ſend for the Mu- 
{ician, or the Comedian to divert your 
Mind, leaſt ygu ſhou'd become too feri- 
ous 1n his preſence; or wou'd you expoſe 
your ſclt to his Indignation by tooliſh Dal- 
lances, and Indecencies, in your Po- 
ſtures and Behaviour ? Bur 1t the Prince 
ſhou'd bid you draw near, and with a gra- 
cious and ferene Aſpect, encourage you to 
diſcourſe familiarly with him, to expoſe * 
pour Gricvances,and ask whatſoever might 

e conducing either to your Eaſe or Hap- 
pineſs ; Is it poſſible you ſhou'd fo far for- 
get your own Concern, that your firſt Ad- 
dreſsſhou'd be to Netame your Innocent 
Neighbour, or ſpend thoſe bleſſed Mo- 
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ments in idle, or impertinent, or prophane 
Diſcourſe, or even blaſpheme the merciful 
Hand that affords them , and flie m the 
Face of your Royal Benetactor ? | 

This indeed the unprofitable Servant did, 
when 1n licu of begging Pardon for neg- 
lecting to improve his Talent, he tells his 
Maſter, that he knew him to be an Auſtere 
Man, and as falſely, as impudently charg'd 
him to his Face, That he exafted what be Luc. 19. 21; 
did not depoſit, and reap'd what he did not 
ſowe; what cou'd folly utter more abſurd, 
or Impudence more provoking, or Ingra- 
titude more injurious to his Lord? 1 
know, Beloved Chriſtians, you conceive 
the greateſt indignation againſt ſuch 
wretches, that you have already pronoun- 
ced Sentence in your Heart upon them, 7o 
be bound Hand and Foot, and to be caft into 
outward darkneſs. 

But to draw the matter home, and this 
Diſcourſe to a Concluſion ; Chriſtian, this 
is your own caſe; this is no more than 
you commit every Day; no more did I 
ſay? tis infinitely ſhort of your Folly, 


your Inſenſibility, your Ingratitude, who 
| D dare 
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dare fin iz the Face of your Fudge. For, 
pray what Perfe&tion, or Adyantage wou'd 
it be to God, if his Knowledge of our 
Actions were meerly ſpeculative, without 
a Power to take an Account of them, to 
puniſh or reward them ? Who of us wou'd 
not be glad to want ſuch a teri] Perfecti- 
on ? When Nature it ſelf inſtructs eve 
Creature to fly from that violence and II 
uſage which we cannot remedy, and to ſhut 
our Eyes againſt that Suffering, which be- 
comes double by being ſeen. And hence 
we conclude, that Epicure deſtroy'd the 
very Being of a God, when he lnuted His 
Concerns to the Heavens, without caring 
what paſs'd in the neather World. 

For the Knowledge of God 1s inſcpara- 
ble from his Power ; the Schools teach 
us, that he is a Pure A; his Knowledoe, 
therefore 1s his Fudgment, and whereſo- 
ever his Eyes are open, his Tribunal is 
erected. He do's not expect the general 
SUMmons to meet us 1n = Vale of Toſa- 
phat, nor the particular, to Anſwer before 
nim at the hour of Death ; no, not ſo 


much as the Place where thou haſt com- 


mitted 
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mitted that Theft, that Injuſtice , that 
Extortion ; but becauſe In medio veſtrum 
: ftetit, Becauſe he is in the mid/t of you, be- 
cauſe he dwells in your Heart, and ſees 
your Wickedneſs in the Spring-hcead before 
it break out into Practice ; there he paſſes 
the firſt Sentence, Niſt prnitentian habu- Luc. 13: 3; 
eritis, omnes ſimul peribitis ; Unleſs you re- 
pent, not only of the Sins you have com- 
mitted in the Eyes of Man, but alſo of 
every irreligious and indecent Thought, of 
every unlawtul Defire, of every Unchri- 
ſtian Deſign , you /hall inevitably periſh. 
Faciam in medio tui Fudicia ;, I will do jude- Exech. 5. 8; 
ment in the midſt of you : Partly becauſe Sin 
takes its birth in the midſt of us, the Heare 
being the Womb where it 1s generated ; 
and partly becauſe in the very moment of 
its conception, it prides it ſelf in the yery 
Eyes of God , who dwells there , flies in 
- his Face, wiſhes his Deſtruction, upbraids 
his Knowledge, defies his Thunder, and 
in fine, ejects the preſence of his Grace, 
and leaves only that of his Severity. And 
do you wonder that Patience thus pro- 


yok'd can turn into Fury ? As I live, _ Ezech.5.1 1; 
D 2 the 


_— 


(26) 
the Lord God, ſurely becauſe thou baſil defile4 
thy Heart, my Sanfluarywith all thy detefta- 
ble things, and with all thy abominations, I 
will alſo deſtroy thee, neither ſhall my eye ſpare 
thee, neitber will I have any pity on thee. 
Numerabo vos in gladio, fays he by another 
Ifai, 6.5,22- Propher, &' omnes in cede corruetis ; I will 
put you all to the ſword, you ſhall wallow 
in your own Blood, as Victims to my juft 
Indignation : And why ? Becauſe you did 
evil befare mine Eyes ; Becauſe tho' you 
knew I am always in the midſt of you by 
the Immenſity of my Nature, by the Ex- 
rent and Concurrence of my Operations, by 
the Infinity of ny Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
yet you have fo little refpe&t for my Pre- 
ſence, that you have the Impudence to 
affault me upon my Throne, and daily, 
nay hourly act what Lacifer but once and 
1n vain attempted : You wreſt the Glories 
from my Temples, and place your felves oz 
the Mount of the Teſtament ; you entertain 
arr unlawtul Defire, you are pleas'd with 
It, 2t comes out an Idol, here you offer In- 
cenſe, and your {elf in Sacrifice ; And 
theſe are-your Gods, 0 Iſrael) Yes, they are 
the 
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the Gods that lead you back into Fg ypr, in- 
tothe Houſe of Bondage; But Iſrael knows 
not me, and my People will not conſider. 

Ah! Chain, t1s enough, ah! it is too 
much, let us ar laft fax a period to our 
Crimes, and, as St. Azguſtine adviſes, Set 
onr ſelves before our own Eyes, (it is the Buſi- 
neſs of this holy and penitential Time) 
and then we ſhall fee our Gold turn'd into 
Droſs, the moſt beautiful Creature diſtorted 
into the moſt Iideous Deformity ; while 
the advantage of our Being has made us 
even Monſters in Nature, becauſe God hath 
flood in the midſt of us, and we knew him not. 
You know and believe that you are, and 
Exiftt meerly by the Hand of his Power, 
that you Subſift by that of his Providence, 
and that you have deferv'd to be cut off by 
that of his Juſtice ; And did God extract 
you out of Nothing for a meer Experi- 
ment, to .try how Ungratetul you cou'd 
be 2 how much better had you never 
been 2 Do's he perpetuate your Being , 
meerly to exerciſe his Patience? how much 
better wou'd it be for you to periſh this 
moment ? But if you were made to —_ 
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him, and live to repent that you haye not 
done it, lay hold on this acceptable time, 
this day of ſalvation. 

You know and believe, That you not 
only live, but alſo move in him ( as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks); That he gives you Pow- 
ers to act, and concurs with the Exerciſe 


of them : And ſhall I make his Concur- - 


rence ſubſervient to my Injuſtice ? Shall 
I turn his own Weapons againſt him, and 
corrupt the Means of doing well, into the 
Inſtruments of my Crimes ? 

In fine, You are fully perſwaded, that 
you not only /ive, and move tn him, but 
alſo, that he is in the midſt of you, as a 
King in the nudſt of his Domunions, as a 
' Judge in the nudft of Criminals, not only 
diſcerning all your Proccedings, but nicely 
obſcrving all your Motions, : weighing evc- 
ry Circumſtance im the Ballance of the 
Sanfluary, ſearching Jeruſalem -with Can: 
ales, numbring all the Hairs of your Head, 
and pronouncing upon every idle word ; 
and that there 1s but a very ſmall interyal 
between the Sentence, and the Execution, a 
ſhort flux of Tine, an Accident, a Feyer, an 

Apo- 
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Apoplexy, or perhaps a more ſudden Death. 

Now go on, and fin without fear, or 
Conſcience ; give the Reins to your Ap- 
petites, and freely abandon your ſelves to 
ſuch abominations as the very Gentiles 
trembled to commut, tho' they knew not 
God. Burt 'tis impoſhble you ſhould Act 
thus, and believe; but if you Act thus, 
I will not, I am aſhamed to make 
the Inference to thoſe who have the repu- 
tation of being Chriſtians, and what 1s now. 
a day's thought ſomething more, Men of 
Reaſon. All that I defire of. you, 1s to take 
St. Bernard's Advice along with you, 1bi 
pecce, ubi neſcis Deum eſſe, chuſe that place 
to offend in, whence God is excluded, an 
attention to whoſe moſt piercing Eyes 
will quench the moſt fiery Darts of the 
Enemy, a ſenſe of whoſe adorable Pre- 
ſence will keep a Rein upon the moſt un- 
ruly Appetites, . and in fine, an apprehen- 
fon of whoſe ſevere Judgments will make 
you conceive, and bring forth the Spirit of 
Salvation, which 1s to prepare a way for 
a Saviour , whoſe preſence will be the 
comfort of this Life, and the happineſs of. 
the next. Which I beſeech, &C. 
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